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Babies and parents push for change during Strolling Thunder™ 

Halls of Congress will be crowded with babies and families as second annual ZERO TO THREE 
Strolling Thunder rolls onto Capitol Hill. 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (May 7, 2018) — Policymakers will feel the thunder tomorrow as a storm of babies, 
toddlers and families stroll into Washington, D.C. to call on Congress to Think Babies and Act™ for the 
second annual ZERO TO THREE Strolling Thunder event. 
 
Families from all 50 states and the District of Columbia will gather on Capitol Hill, sharing their stories 
with their Members of Congress and urging them to take action for stronger families, vibrant 
communities, and a prosperous country. 
 
Shaneice Ball along with her mother and 15-month-old son, Chase, will represent Ohio during Strolling 
Thunder. She was recommended to apply for the opportunity through the Achievement Centers for 
Children, a nonprofit organization in the Cleveland, Ohio area. She wants legislators to understand that 
regardless of a family’s resources, they want to provide the best futures for their children. “I don’t want 
any of the kids here to grow up and not have an education,” she said. “I want them to feel safe in their 
neighborhoods and parks, and participate in activities in our community. It’s important to have these 
things now. I’m a taxpayer, but sometimes we all fall short and things happen where you need a little 
help. Our children are our future.” 
 
The science is clear – babies’ brains grow faster between the ages of 0 and 3 than at any later point in 
life. In fact, their brains form more than 1 million new neural connections every second. When babies 
have nurturing relationships, early learning experiences and good nutrition, those neural connections are 
stimulated and strengthened, laying a strong foundation for the rest of their lives. The opposite is also 
true – when babies don’t get what their growing brains need during this crucial time, it can lead to life-
long developmental, educational, social, and health challenges. 
  
“When we Think Babies and Act to invest in infants, toddlers and their families, we ensure a strong future 
for us all,” said ZERO TO THREE Executive Director Matthew Melmed. “We are rallying today to be the 
voice for babies across America. We’re bringing thunder to Capitol Hill to ensure that Congress knows 
that healthy early childhood development should always be top of mind when they walk through these 
halls every day.” 
 
In addition to meeting with policymakers and their staff, families will join ZERO TO THREE, Members of 
Congress, and organizational partners for a mid-day rally on Capitol Hill. A digital day of action will take 
place on May 8 as well, engaging partners, advocates, and families across the country in urging 
Congress to Think Babies and Act via email and social media.  
 
Strolling Thunder families and ZERO TO THREE are calling on Congress to create a national paid family 
leave program so parents have time to bond with their babies; increase access to quality, affordable child 
care, and; increase investments in Early Head Start so that more families living in poverty can benefit 
from the comprehensive services it provides. 
 



The ZERO TO THREE Think BabiesTM campaign encourages everyone to become part of the team that 
is fighting for our future. Sign up at thinkbabies.org today to learn more and take action. Funding partners 
for Think Babies include the Perigee Fund, a supporter of the public education and advocacy aspects of 
Think Babies, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, which supports the campaign’s public 
education aspects. 
 
About ZERO TO THREE 

ZERO TO THREE works to ensure all babies and toddlers benefit from the family and community 
connections critical to their well-being and development. Since 1977, the organization has advanced the 
proven power of nurturing relationships by transforming the science of early childhood into helpful 
resources, practical tools and responsive policies for millions of parents, professionals and policymakers. 
For more information, and to learn how to become a ZERO TO THREE member, please visit 
zerotothree.org, facebook.com/zerotothree or follow @zerotothree on Twitter. 
 
About the Achievement Centers for Children 
The Achievement Centers for Children’s mission is to empower children and adults with disabilities and 
their families to achieve their greatest potential. The agency provides comprehensive high-quality, cost-
effective services and programs in the areas of therapy, education, recreation and sports, and family 
support services to meet the needs of the entire family. The agency serves children from birth through 
adulthood, with a special focus on children from birth through age five. For more information, please visit 
AchievementCenters.org or follow facebook.com/AchievementCenters. 
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